Robert’s Rules of Order

The motions to reconsider, rescind, and amend something previously adopted
What do you do when you change your mind about a vote?  Is there such a thing as a do-over in municipal government?  Can things be taken back?  The answer, according to Robert’s Rules of Order Newly Revised 10th Edition is yes, in certain circumstances.

The motion to reconsider “enables a majority in an assembly, within a limited time and without notice, to bring back for further consideration a motion which has already been voted on.  The purpose of reconsidering a vote is to permit correction of hasty, ill-advised, or erroneous action, or to take into account added information or a changed situation that has developed since the taking of the vote”  (§ 37, p. 304).  There are some rules that go along with this however.  Only someone who voted on the winning side is allowed to make the motion to reconsider, and the motion can only be made at the same meeting where the original vote was taken.  Items that cannot be reconsidered include when something has already started as a result of the vote; things that have been done that cannot be undone; and when dealing with a contract and the parties have already been notified.
The motion to rescind is a little different.  It does not have the time limits on it that the motion to reconsider does and anyone can make the motion.  Robert’s defines this motion as:  “the motion by which a previous action or order can be canceled or countermanded.  The effect of Rescind is to strike out an entire main motion, resolution, rule, bylaw, section or paragraph that has been adopted at some previous time” (§ 35, p. 294).  This is pretty straightforward but the rules go on to say that this motion applies to anything “which has continuing force and effect and which was made or created at any time or times as the result of the adoption of one or more main motions” (§ 35, p. 294). Approval of this motion requires a two-thirds vote unless members have been given previous notice that the vote was coming.
The motion to amend something previously adopted is very similar to the motion to rescind with its rules.   Robert’s defines this motion as: “the motion that can be used if it is desired to change only a part of the text, or to substitute a different version” (§ 35, p. 294).
Just like the motion to reconsider, the motions to rescind and to amend something previously adopted cannot be done if the resulting action is impossible to undo.  One difference is that if a resignation has been accepted, it cannot be rescinded or amended if the person was present or was notified.

