Robert’s Rules of Order

Point of Order
Have you ever been in a meeting and heard “Point of order!” and wondered, what does that mean?  Robert’s Rules of Order Newly Revised 10th Edition, describes a point of order this way:  “When a member thinks that the rules of the assembly are being violated, he can make a Point of Order (or “raise a question of order,” as it is sometimes expressed), thereby calling upon the chair for a ruling and an enforcement of the regular rules.” § 23, p. 240.

An example of this might be when the mayor states the question (repeats the motion that was made which then opens the issue to debate) but the motion was never seconded.  

It is important to raise the point of order at the time of the event, even if it means interrupting what is happening.  The proper way to do so is to politely get the attention of the mayor and say either “I rise to a point of order” or simply “Point of order.”  

The person who was speaking stops talking and the mayor then lets the alderman or commissioner tell the others what the issue is.  It is then the mayor’s job to rule on the stated problem.  If the mayor agrees that a mistake was made, then the point is “well taken.”  If the mayor disagrees with the matter, then the point is “not well taken.”  If the mayor doesn’t know how to rule on the point of order then he or she can let the council or board decide by taking a vote.  The minutes should record the mayor’s ruling and the reasons given for the ruling.  The ruling may be appealed if there is a motion and a second and a successful vote.  The mayor also has the right to raise a point of order.
One last note about point of order is that it should not be used as an underhanded method to interrupt, interfere or disrupt a meeting.  Rather, Robert’s says:  “In ordinary meetings it is undesirable to raise points of order on minor irregularities of a purely technical character, if it is clear that no one’s rights are being infringed upon and no real harm is being done to the proper transaction of business.” § 23, p. 243.
