Robert’s Rules of Order Newly Revised

Debate – Part II

Did you know that there are rules governing debate in Robert’s Rules of Order Newly Revised?  The rules are called also called decorum and if they are followed, debating will not become disputing, bickering, quarreling or fighting.  Five of the nine rules were covered last month and the remaining four are the topic this month. 

Rule number six “Refraining from Speaking Against One’s Own Motion.” (§ 43, p.393)  If you want to make a motion just to get a discussion started, you can do that, but you cannot speak negatively about it.  That said, feel free to vote against it when it comes to that point, just don’t speak ill of it in debate.

Rules seven and eight are typically used in larger assemblies; and smaller bodies may be less formal and not use such procedures.  They are “Reading from Reports, Quotations, Etc. Only Without Objection or with Permission” and Being Seated During an Interruption by the Chair.” (§ 43, pp.393-4)  This basically means that you shouldn’t read a lengthy letter or report to better describe a situation without getting the okay from the other members first.  The other rule has to do with the fact that person who has the floor (the right to speak) is supposed to be standing.  If you have the floor and the chair (mayor) has to interrupt you, you should take your seat or move back from the microphone until he or she is done.
The final rule governing debate is “Refraining from Disturbing the Assembly.” (§ 43, p.394)  With today’s technology this may be even more relevant than when Robert’s was first written in 1876.  Robert’s references whispering and walking across the floor but a ringing or vibrating phone can be disruptive as can checking emails and responding to texts during a meeting.  Please be courteous to your colleagues and citizens, and give the meeting the respect it deserves.
Next month’s article will explore tips and tricks that if everyone knows them, can make meetings run more efficiently.

