Robert’s Rules of Order

Adjournment 

For some elected officials, their favorite motion to make, second, and vote on is the motion to adjourn the meeting.  Usually this motion is made after all the business on the agenda has been discussed and it is simply a procedural move.  In fact, Robert’s Rules of Order even allows the chair (the mayor) to simply declare a meeting adjourned at a regular meeting where all the business has been addressed.  The mayor asks “Is there any further business?” and if no one replies, then he or she can say “Since there is no further business, the meeting is adjourned.”
However, the motion to adjourn is a privileged motion and can be made while other business is still pending.  Privileged motions are ones that “have to do with special matters of immediate and overriding importance which, without debate, should be allowed to interrupt the consideration of anything else.”
  
So, even if there is a motion on the table to adopt a resolution, an elected official could make a motion to adjourn and if seconded and approved, then the meeting would end immediately.  If this happens, then at the next meeting, the mayor continues the agenda where it was left off; and the resolution is taken up first as unfinished business.  If the motion to adjourn fails, then the meeting goes on and the mayor then refers back to the pending issue of the resolution.
One final note on ending meetings abruptly with a motion to adjourn is that if the motion fails, and there is another motion to adjourn, the mayor can refuse to entertain the motion when it is clearly being used for disruptive purposes.
�Robert’s Rules of Order. 10th edition. § 6, p. 64.








