Robert’s Rules of Order

New Edition

If you use MTAS for your codification services, chances are in Title 1 there is a section that says that your town or city has adopted Robert’s Rules of Order as its guide for parliamentary procedure.  Some cities specify the edition that has been adopted while some state that the “current” edition is in effect.  If you follow the current edition, then you need to know that the 11th edition of the book just came out (it is updated about every ten years); and you may want to consider buying the new book.  I recommend the spiral bound copy, but it is also available in hardcover, paperback, leather bound, CD-ROM and there is even a Kindle version.
The preface of the 11th edition includes a highlight of the 17 notable changes, plus the 103 other changes that were made.  If you would like to read all 120 changes, they are available here http://www.robertsrules.com/changes11.html at the Official Robert’s Rules of Order Web Site.

Some of the amendments are as simple as acknowledging that a person who is unable to stand is permitted to speak while seated; while one of the major changes is a revision of Chapter XX dealing with disciplinary procedures.  There were many changes regarding technology which gives boards authority to do many things electronically.  Keep in mind that state open meeting requirements will trump any additional authority given by Robert’s Rules.
