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Not so many years ago I beaded the Blstortcal Rec:ordil 

Suney (1935-31) wlilcb p'Ye prime enqa!laala to tlle ln1ato17 ~ 
I 

County ArchlYes, chleflJ becaue the propam dlstnbated won: 
opportunities to the greater namber. Wbell, hdwner, tbti State 

Records Mlcrolllm Pr~ect waa propoeed bJ tbe VnlTerslty of 

North Carolina to the Library ol Coagreas, the ■led tell OD well-. 
harrowed soil. 09er the years, throagh too maay vtctultadu . 

the Project bas been broqbt near completion. Here, In sub- • 

publlcatldn form on a scale ne'Yer before attempted, 120,000 feet 

of film ts the equlftlent of aboat 1,920,000 papa or 8,MN> three

h~red pap 'Yolames 11nder one tttle. Gaps there are sure to 

be and our attention wW be dffoted to fUllng thoee ppa.. Errors 

wW certainly be noted, and we wW welcome leaning of tbem. 

By and large, however, we consider this Bac@dl r& Sb! Slat.N, 
a milestone In tbe democratic proceaa of making the materials, 

recordbag the worktnp of a democn.tlc society, aftllable to all 

who woald learn how we came to be wbat we are u a people. • 

,.. 

LtmlER B. EVANS 
Llb.rarlaa of Coacress 
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The plan of the State Records Microtllm Project haa b11n to 

assemble In mlcrof Um form tbe atflclal records or the states of the . . 
United States in order to prepare an encyclopedia of prlma.17 source 

matertals for research use. Its purpose bas been to resurrect llttle 

known records, to dtacover supposedly lost records and to coordinate 

the findings into a pageant of, the past. Its alm ls to make up tJut 

nation's "Heritage Train" whlch, moving 09er the country tn the 

future, wW display the record of, the freedom of Amert.ca. 

The project emerged as a cooperative enterprise of the Library 

of Congress and the Unlverstty of North Carolina. In lts _lnltlal stage, 

wblch began ln 1941, the project was llmlted to locating and mtcro

copytng the proceedings of leglslatlve assemblies of the American 

.colonies, territories and stat.ea. Resumed In 1M8, after suspenstoa 

during the War, the work assumed a broad espanslon In groups of 

materials which it encompassed. The comprebenatfe range of ~ 

materials ts shown ln the six regular and flve special classes repre

sented tn the arrangement outline. The stze of the task Involved 1n 

locating and copying the materials ls Indicated In .that over 56,000 

miles of traYel have been required for the field work so far. During 

. the course oi. this work each of the forty-eight states was vtslted and 

120,000 feet of film was exposed. The result represents, wlth few 

. excepttms, contrtbutlms of tbe combtn~ holdings of afflclal records 

of the states. Bundreda of agenctes, gpvernment offtclals and mdl

vtdual ctttzens ba•e gt•en of their resOlll'Ces ;p,.d senlcea In vartou 
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stages of the project. 

• _ The second phase of the project ln•ol•ed the woning oat ai. :: 

slmple classlflcatlon scheme and the pbyslcal arranpmant of t1kt 

filmed 'material under that acbeme. Tbe materials are ayatematt

cally organized on lndlYldual reels of film and the reels are 11umbend 

chronolqgt.cally by states. Wlthln each state jurisdiction the materials 

are arranged under t.be eleven lettered classes. This scheme allows . 
for a two-way grolll)lng of the mlcrofUms Into separate state collec

tlons or ~to a nation-wide collection of any of the lettered subject 

classes and, lt ls believed, will adequately meet requirements of the 

various research Interests as the microfilms are sentced to uaera. 

The scheme also lends ltself to supplementatlon of. the BnOnll <C Wr 
States by both terminal and collateral addltlons. 

' 

Durlng the collectlon and editorial phases of tbe project notes 

have been kept from whlch a guide to the use of tbe Records pf tbtt 
• 

States mtpt be prepared. This third phase of tbe project wW re-

quire analysts of the mater1als and coordlDatlon of Information CGa

tatned In the findings. Its completlon must awalt the more urpat 

task of mating the mtcrofllma readily a'Vallable to all who desire to 

obtain a better understanding of the bebavlor ot our free tnstttutlou 

of governD\ent. . 
Space does not permit ·tbe mention of all who bave contributed 

to the unfolding of this project. Miss Adelaide B. Basse, however, 

bas rendered an Invaluable senlce ~ maktag an tnvatorJ of the 
, 

collection and developlq the classed arrangement. 

For the cooperaUon of the many libraries aild arehtfes both 
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public and prl-.ate whlch almost wltbout ueeptlan In the aattao ••• 
freely gt.ven access to tbetr holdtqs, 

To the lellca of fellow searcbers who ba-,e offered encoar:qe
ment stlmulaltca and guidance, 

For the vision and support ~ the sponsors and the admtalstra.
tors who have prowtded tbe ways and means, . 

For the de-.otlon d. those helpers who endued tile rigors aad 
hardships attendant on itinerant mterophoto«raPhJ, . 

And for the loyalty of the editorial staff, and 

To the host of contributors the Director makes grateful 
acknowledgment that a common lmpu1se may dedicate tbeae mtcro
fllms to the spirit of Amerlcan scholarship. 

Library of Congress 
May 17, 1949 

WILLIAM SUMNER JENKINS 
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ARRANGEMENT OUTLINE 

CLASSES 

A. LEGISLATIVE RECORDS 

B. STATUTORY LAW 
A 

Parts 

B.1 Codes and Compilations 

B.2 Session Laws 

B.3 Special Laws 

B.X Miscellany 

C. CONSTITUTIONAL RECORDS 

D. ADMINISTRATIVE RECORDS 

E. EXECUTIVE RECORDS 

F. · COURT RECORDS 

L. LOCAL RECORDS -- COUNTY AND CITY 

M. RECORDS OF AMERICAN INDIAN NATIONS 

N. NEWSPAPERS 

R. RUDIMENTARY STATES AND COURTS 

X. MISCELLANY 



CLA.88 B 

INTRODUCTION 

Class B constructs the body cl. stat~ law, as lt baa be1a 
enacted In eaeh cl. tlle states, Into a nembe~ d. companlan •rlN 
arranged ·1n chronol~ seqance. Tbl d11• ta aabdtfldld mto :~ 
four parts: Part 1, Codes and CompUatlons; Part 2, leulon Laws; 
Part 3, Special Laws; and Part X, Miscellany. • 

• Part 1 cmslats of the compiled and codified law cl. tbt atatea 
and Includes abridgments of the law, collectlou ~ laws In ap1ctal 
flelds, codes, compOatlon:latrnlskm and dtnate. This Dl1't CJ'OllPIJ 
the classics of American ute law. Tbe fl.rat al, tbea1 lo'tie 
~ ln each colOQJ and territory formed the eon and the base 
support for tbe future build-up ci enactment In the state. Later cmea 
re'Veal the results of reform In the basic SJatem d law ta IJl.ittcular 
jurlsdlctlms and show tbe status of. enactmeat ID tts breadiliu ot:a 
certain tlme. These masterpieces In the 1J111Dmat.lon and statement ,
of the law reflect the contributions of great legal scholars and their 
Influence on tbe development cl. tbe American a,stem of law. 

Part 2 cantatas the sesslonal laws enacted from tbe ~ 
by the legislatures of each of the states. The ortpa,al rmlm laws 
contain much basic Inf ormatton, not carried forward tn tbe perladlc 
revtslons of the body of law, which retains present •alu.e for tbe 
lawmaker enaod ID the formulation d. new legl91atlcm. Dnelop
ment trends In any sabJect dtttatm of the law may be traced blltOr
tcaJly state by state thr011gh the series d seaataa laws ud com
parative studies may be made of the progress of 1ep.l reform at aay 
given time throughout tbe states. 

Part S cmtalns m.anJ types of specialized le~tlon separately 
printed and lss:!ecollaterally wlth the ~ seutcaaJ Yolame........_ ... •• 
Serles of special •s provide a rich souce for apeclallata •"11.IDI 
lnstltutlonal deve opment and social and admlalstfatWe reforms In 
the.law. 

Part X provides a catch-all for miscellaneous statutory mate
r la.ls that do not flt Into one of the regular categorkta. 

Class B ls a closely unUt.ed segment of. tbe microfilm collectton. 
The purpose In tts arranpment bu been to prepare a atabito'r'J 
source book pne~t.u:-rul to tbe largest PoAlble numbt,:i ~ 
libraries and lnstltut enPP.d In leja1 ruearell. The ~ fol-
lowed, therefore, bas been to select a terminal dat. tor each state 
on the basis of. tlle unavallabllltJ of the law• of tbl state In la• 
libraries generally, and tben to mtcrofllm tba atln urtu from 
the earliest copy foand down to the term.tnal date ratber Jban to cqw 
as fW In matertal only excepttonallJ ran perlOda d ftl'lou Mr.Mia. 
The alm has been to construct on mlcrofllm. complete Mrlea of 
-,olumes of. laws, state bJ state, wlth perfect taxt ~olmae by "tolume 
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of each serlea. Tbls baa requ.lnd ~lnataktns pteclq toaetar al 
materials copled at widely separated holdlnp OYer tbi -1loa In 
order to fill in missing papa and eliminate lmptrfecttou In 'fakamU 
so that the entire body of atatator, law m• IJe pnNftted tor re11arch 
use complete and pedect. lfaaucrlpt cc,plea of tbe laws baff bean 
filmed when found, In order to reeonatruct tbe record when prtated 
copies could not be located. The materials of whlcb Class B la 
for med lend tbemsel-.ea readily to a SJ&tematte arrangement, but the 
preclston work necessary In preparing tbe reels wlth the tatual 
exactness requlrecl In legal publtcatlon bas been tlme eanaumtng. 

Location symbols tn the table of cmtenta sene two pu.rposes. 
They glve credit to boldlnp which ba'"te cantrtbuted mate-rlalil to be 
cop led for the collection and they Indicate rarity d items. S,mbols
bave not been Indicated for late perloda where tbe materials could 
have been copied In any one ~ a number ti. llbrarlea. Becaase of 
the can-.enlence and economy ln tlme, the greatest put ci tbe mate
rlals f ormtng Clas~. B was funlabed ~ the Law Llbrarf_al _tile Ltb:rar, 
of Congress, which holds the natlan'a largest slap colleetim of 
statutory laws. Secondly 1 ~ Banard Law School\. the Cbarlemap4 
Tower Collection of colonw laws In tbe Ht.stort.eal 11octa, cl. P•na,1-
vanta and the Assoclatlon of. the Bar at tbe c~ of New Yott, In that 
order, have contributed the largest number of lndlYldual Item to 
Class B. Each state law llbrarJ' i;rrally aupplled missing 
volumes to complete the file of lts lcular state1 and a great 
number of collections thl'Ollgbout the country ba-.e 1uml&W rate -
ltems needed to flll gaps ln Yarlous series. 

Terminal extenstms made to any of the parts of Class B In the 
future wlll continue the re~ order of. nambertng the reela of the 
series ln-.ol'"fed. A collateral series added will be indicated m, ~ 
ldenttflcatlcm symbol following the part nwnber bJ lower case 'a ; 
reels prellmlnary to the ,e~pnt bepullng dates at series will be 
indicated by lower case p'. When both prelbnlna.rJ and collateral 
nialerlals are arranged on ~ same reel, tbe ldentlf{catlon symbol 
wW cmtaln lower case ''p:s' . Jn cases in which addttlcns wdl fill 
gaps at present lnte~entn~ wtthln a serlea of conaecattte~ numbe~ 
reels, lower case "a ~ ~'b ' 1 etc. wW follow the reel numbe'r so that 
the matertal may be pl&Ced m its proper chronologteal progrtJsalm. 
Following Part 2 In the s,-mbol, ln states where two or more com-
panion series . of sesslon law 9. ,,re l)Ubltshed cancurrentlJ for a -
perlod of years, lower case 'a wtll tndleate Public or General 
Laws lcnver case ''b" Private, Local or Special Laws, and lower 
case 1'c Resolves. Following Part 3 lower case letters will also 
be assigned to the varloos types of special legtalatlon. When dup
llcate records of materials of. a sbnllar kind are allocated to the 
same numbered part and appear on c~ull•~JJ numbered reels 
wlthin overlapping periods of yearst ".1 ', '.2 , etc. w111 follor, 
the reel numbers In order to show aate progresslon. 

When materials are not sufftctent 1n volume to make lt reaslble 
to arrange parts or classes se~J on separate reels, a coinposlte 
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reel or series of reels wW be arranpd chroaolCJ1lcal1y wltb parts 
and classes grouped under the general claaatflcatlan scheme. In 
such cases the symbols of the lettered claase1 wm appear lil tbe 
table of. contents following the unlt nl!mbet: and the SJmbols of. tile 
numbered parts wW appear to the left of. each entr, wlthtn tbe unit. 
These reels wW bear the ca.ptlon of the PC>lttleal entt~ concerned, 
a reel number with lncluslve dates, and that part of the symbol wilt.ch 
may be applicable to and lncluat-,e of the maferlals. 

Principles of logic cannot be followed strtclly 1n p-ouplng certain 
types of materials on some al the reels due to practlcal factors In
volved in thelr physical assembly. Economy and faclltty In printing, 
catalo«lnl, shelving and marketing tbe reels and use of the materla.f 
by stuclenls dictate a hundred feet aa the practlcal 1~ of a standard
ized reel of microfilm. The retention of association d mater.I.ala 
w 1th in their proper holding collectlons, the tdentlflcatlon cl. tbelr 
orlglnal issuing autbort~, and the Inclusion and presenatlon c:I. stray 
items and hybrid materws present addlttonal problems In malct.ng 
up lndlvldual reels. These considerations req11lre a continuing 
readjustment of the arrangement scheme to meet new sttuatloas and 
to allow for contingencies arising In future preparation of reels. Notes 
and cross references in the table d. contents are betn1 used as aids 
tn locatlng and correlating materials which may l~J appear to be 
displaced from a normal order. In time a pneral lildex cl. the eollee
tiOQ will provide a more adequate ftndtng tool. 

James C. Hla~t Benjamin R. Wilkin~, Peter L. LOGS, 1''allace 
C. Wade and Lena u.-Slevin all partlclpau,a In ·mtcrdllmlJll Class B 
and WlnUred DJ• proofread most of the film. Do~ Fordyce Lucas 
helped assemble and rearrange the f llm material and prepared the 
table of contents for the reels composing Part I of Class B and • 
Pauline Purdin Evans prepared Part n. Proper reference eltatlon 
to be made by users of the microfilms wW be RSUB., followed by the 
reel symbol and number and the unlt number. 

The Cheft·I-JS ~tm fit•! and the--~~~ ... published 6y e Nal saoc Ion of State rir s ~ve IJIIM .... 

the baste guides used In assembling Class B. 
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Tennessee. Session laws. 

B.2 

REEL4 

State, 1 796-

Unit 1 

1835 Oct. 21st Ass. 1st sess. Pub. 
State constitution 17 p. 

1835 Oct. 21st Ass. 1st sess. Local 
1836 Oct. 21st Ass. Called ·sess. Pub. 

r 

viU, 246 p. Tables 

1x..., 295 p. 
3.G p. 


