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Not so many years ago I -u.u the BaMu-

Smey (1935-39) wldcb p,1 prluie ,_,..111 

County Archnea, chtM.ly becaaN tbe prosra111 dtstrLitid work 

opportuntttes to the greater nuaber. Wbia, hOHYer" tie 8ta.te 

Records Mlcrolllm Project waa prq,oeed bJ tbe Unwen ~ 
' 

North Carolina to the Llbraq cl. Congress, the Med fell m wall-

harrowed soil. Ofer the years, throagb too man, vlclulUldN 

the Project has been broagbt near complettcn. Here, 1n aub

publlcatlcm form on a scale nner before atteqad, 120,000 feet 

of film ls the equl•al•t of about 1,920,000 papa or 8,400 three

hundred page ,o1wnea under one tWe. Gaps tl!ere are ■ure to 

be and our attention wW be dnoted to fllltng those gaps. Errors 

will certainly be noted, and we wW welcome leaning of tlwm. 

By and large, however, we ccmalder thla BKM g( iB. :--~• 

a milestone In the democratic process of mutq the materials, 
I 

recording tbe worJrtnp of a •~ocrattc society, atallable to all 

wlio would 1eam bow we came to be what •• are u a ~le. 

LUTHER B. BVANI 
I LlbtarlaD of Ccqn• 



PRBfACE 

Tba plan of the State Records Microfilm Project has been to 

assemble In mlcrofUm form the offlclal records of tbe state■ of the 

11•1••~ at•••• , .. ••4•• t· .. •·,. , ,, , , 

110001DD1c m m1c10111m 1011m cm OIIlCIII Il~OIOI OI Cll lllrtl Ol OIi 
United States tn order to prepare an encyclopedia of primary source 

materials for research use. Its purpose baS been to resurrect little 
known records, to discover supposedly lost records and to coordinate 

the flndlngs into a pageant cl. the past. Its aim ls to make up the 

nation's "Heritage Train" whtch, moving over the country tn the 
• I . . 

future, wW display the record of the freedom of America. 

The project emerged as a cooperative enterprise of the Library 

of Congress and the Unlverstty of North Carolina. In lts initial stage, 

which began ln 1941, the project was llmlted to locating and mlcro

copylng the proceedings of legtslattve assemblies of the Amertcan 

colonies, terrltorles and states. Resumed ln 1946, after auspeaslon 

during the War, the work assumed a broad expanslOG ln groups of 

' materials w hlch lt encompassed. The co111prebeltstve range of these 

materials ts shown ln the ·six regular and flve special classes repre

sented In the arrangement outline. The slze of the task lnvol-.ed ln . 
locating and copying the materials ls lndlcated tn that mer 66,000 

miles of travel have been required for the fleld work so far. During 

the course oi. this work each of the forty-etght states was vtslted and 

120,000 feet of film was exposed. The result represents, with few 
. . 

• exceptlcns, cmtrlbutl00s of tlMt co~lned holdings of Qfftctal records 

of the states. Hundreds of agencies, government dftetala a1\d lndt

vldual citizens ba.,e gl'fen of their resources lpld aentcea ln Yarlou 
, 



stages of tbe project. 

The second phase of tbe project ln•ol•ed the working oat d a 

simple classlftcatlon scheme and the pbyslcal arranpment of tbt 

filmed material under that scheme. Tbe materials are' SJSWmall; 

cally organlzed on lndl'fld11al reels of. film and the reels are nwnbtrtd 

chronologically by states. Wlthln .each state Jurlsdtctlill the materta.11 

are arranged under the eleven lettered classes. Thia scheme allows 
I 

for a two-way grouping of the microfilms into separate state collec-

tloos or Into a natl011-w Ide collection of any of the lettered subject 

classes and, it ls believed, wW adequately meet requirements of the 

various research interests as the mlcrofUms are senlced to uers. 

The scheme also lends ltself to supplementatlon of the Recetu of tJi!· 

states by both terminal and collateral addlt\ms. 

During the collectlon and editorial phases of. the project notes 

have been kept from whlch a guide to the use of the RHords of the 

States might be prepared. Thls third phase of the project wtll re

quire analysts of the materials and coordlnatloo of Information coa

talned in the findings. Its completion must await tbe more urgent 
I 

task of making the microfilms readily a'fallable to all who cleat.re to 

ttatn a better understanding of the bebavlor of our free tnstltuttms 

of government. 

~ R.o..Acr.i7U7GP,• . _ 

,,::r;,~:p<I -- .,. __ :,c.. ~<g'C>:E.~~& ~ - .,.._ __ ,.,:a:;. ~ ~-~ ~.,....,.,.,__ 

~- CJ<& ~TJDFR ..,__ y;a:,,~x..~~lCl<7Et :,r_--~:.ai.. _..-,_.,,-r-ip,._ .,<> 9'7T .-p,o q_,,__ S:JC> 

, r.rrugq 11J f}J8 uuqp,1.9• Ira eombJenou mni SM.9ft n,e IUOU n:r.laur 
talned in the f ln.dlngs. tb co:mplellon must await tbe m<>N ur~t. 
~ ~ ~--- -- ~S-2."~.i~ ,--=>dA"R3r ---.u-.b1- t-<> -.I1 -be> d,e..,.¼r,e t-c> 

~"ta.lD a. be~r undorstandtog QC tbe 1:>oba.,rtor o« ou.r S:a:e • -.st~ttlloa& 

of government. 

Space does not permit the mention of all who ha~• contributed 
\.._ 

to the unf oldtng of this project. Mlu Adelatd.e R. Haese, hownel', . . . 
has rendered an Invaluable senlce by making an ln'Mlltor, of tbe 

collection and developing tbe classed arranpmet. 

For the cooperatlm of tbe many libraries and ardlt:ves botb 



\ 
public and private whlch almost without uceptt.on In tbtJ Ditton ba,e 
freely given access to tbelr holdtqs, 

To the ledm of fellow searchers who baYe olfend en.c~-
ment sttmulalton and ptHance, , 

For the vlstm and support ti the sponsors and the admmtstra
tors who have provided the ways and means, 

' 

For the dnotlon al. those helpers who endured the ~ors and 
hardshtps attendant ·on. itinerant mtcropbolQlrap1-J, . 

And for the loyalty of the editorial staff, 'and 

• To the host of contributors the Dtrector mane gra.teflll • 
acknowledgment that a commcn lmpu1se may dedicate these mtcro
films to the splrtt of Amerlcan scholarship. 

Library of Congress 
May 17, 1949 

,. 

WILLIAM SUMNER JENKINS 



ARRANGEMENT OUTLINE 

CLASSES 

A. LEGISLATIVE RECORDS 

B. STATUTORY LAW 

Parts 

B.1 Codes and Compilations 

B.2 Session Laws 

B.3 Special Laws 

B.X Miscellany 

c. CONSTITUTIONAL RECOBDS 

D. ADMINISTRATIVE RECORDS 

E. EXECUTIVE RECORDS 

F., COURT RECORDS 

L. LOCAL RECORDS -- COUNTY AND CITY 

M. RECORDS OF AM!RICAN INDIAN NATIONS 

N. NEWSPAPERS 

R. RUDIMENTARY STATES AND COURTS 

X. MISCELLANY 

! 

j 
i 
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CLASS 8 

JNTROOUCTION 

dus B ~ t.be body d statutory Jaw, as It r . , 
enacted in each cl the states. Into a number d. COIDl'IIIIGD •--Mii 

arranged tn chronol~ seqaence. Tbe cla1118 IGtidH tnto r:1 

four parts: Part 1, Codes aad Compllatlou; Part 2, Sesa1Ga Laws; 
Part 3, Special Laws; and Part X, Mlscellally. 

. ' 

Part 1 consists of the compiled and codified law of. tbe sta• 
and includes abrldgmnts of the law, collectlou of lawa in special 
fields, c~s, compllattoas, . mtatou and dlalta. Thia uart ~ 
the classics of American smtute Jaw. The lint of these to be 
adopted in each colOQJ' and terrltor, formed the core and tbe base 
support for the future build-up of. enactmea.t In the state. Latez Gita 
reveal tbe results of reform In the bailc SJatem d. law 1n uartlcula-r 
jurtsdtctlms and show the statWJ of enactmlllt tn lta bnadlh u of. a 
certain time. These masterpieces ln tbe amnmaticJn and statement 
of the law reflect the contributions of great legal achob.ra anil their 
lnflue!lce on the development '1 the Amerlcan qstem af law. 

Part 2 contains tbe sesslooal laws enacted from the bepm~ 
by the legislatures of each~ the states. The oripsal seulm laws 
contain much baste lnformatlm, not carried forward iil tbe periodic 
revisions of the body of law, which retains present Yahle for tbe 
lawmaker enaaaed 1n the formulatlon of new leglslatlm . . Dffelop
ment trends fn any subject dtflsl<ll af the law may be traad hUrtor
lcaJly state bJ state through the series ol seot. lawa and com
parative studles may be made of the progress of iegaJ. reform at uy 
given time throughout the states. 

Part 3 contains many types of speclaltzed le,talattob. s•patately 
printed and lsslled collaterillJ wlth the~ sesaianal -.OWN•·· 
Serles of special laws pr09tde a rtch source for ~laltata ~
tnstttuttonal development and social and admtalstratl•e reforms tn 
the law. 

Part X provides a catch-all for mtscellaneous statutory mate
rials that do not flt Into one of the regular categories. 

Class B ls a closely unUled aep;l8Dt of tbe mtcrofllm. colleetlm. 
The purpose tn tts arrangement bas been to pre-,e a statutor, 
source book generally useful to tbe larpat poatble number C'l 
ltbrartes and tnstltutlons ~ In legal naearcb. Tba plan fol
lowed, therefore, has been to aelect a terminal date for each state . 
on the basts of tie una'fallatitlltJ of the law■ of the state In la1' 
Ubrarles generally, and then to mtc~Um the entire Nrlu from 
the earliest C(JIJJ 'found down to tbe terminal datt ratblr t1aairl to copy 
as tm in material only enepttonaUJ ran ptrlodl d ftl'lou •~ 
The alm bas been to ccaatruct on mlcrcftlm complete aerte1 ~ 
yolumes of laws, state by &Qte, wtth perfect test Yolume bf Yoluae 



of each series. T.hls has r:1:t.ri1nat1k!ng pteo• tolatJjer d 
materials copt.ed at widely holdtqa o,er tli na11on·1n 
order to fill tn ml$aiq papa and eliminate t-.,.rtictloQ la yohuMs 
so that the enttre ~ of atatatory law mlpt be ~ for r1111reh 
ue complete and perfect. lluuscr~ copies of tbe lawa law 111.11 

. filmed when found, In order to reconetr\ict the teeord wlien Dia&Ja 
copies could not be located. The materials oJ which Cius 131 ls 
formed lend themselves readily to a SJ&tematlc artanpmell~ but ttie 
preclslcm work neceaaarJ In preparing the reels wltli the texfu.l 
exactness requlred In legal publlcatlon baa been tlme conamnmg. 

Location SJm.bols ID the table of contents sene two purp0aes. 
They give credit to holdlnp wlilch have coa.trtbuted material.a to· be 
copied for the collection and they Indicate ra.rltf ci tims. S,mbols 
have not been Ind teated for late perloda where tne matertals could 
have been copied In any one ~ a number al ltbrart.ea. Becaw.e af 
the convenience and econoiny tn tune, the greatest part ol. tbe mate
rtalsformtngClassB was furnished by the Law Library d. tbe Library 
of Congress, whtc6 bolds the nation's largest slape collection of 
statutory laws. Secondly, ~ Banard Law School, the Cbarlemape 
Tower Collectlon of colonw la1'& In tbe Btstorlcal Society d. Pmuyl
vanla and the Assoctatton ~ the Bar of tbe Ctq of New York, In that 
order, have cmtrlbuted the larpst number of tndlYldual ltema to 
Class B. Each state law library ~tally supplied missing 
volumes to complete the file of lts lcular state and a 11.'ftt 
number of collectlons throughout the country have fu.rnlshed rare 
items needed to fW gaps In Yartous series. 

Terminal extensions made· to any of the pans of Class B In the 
future wm cmtlnue the regular order of numbering the reels d the 
series Involved. A collateral series added 1tlll be Indicated 1a ~ 

~ identification symbol following the part number by lower case "a ; 
reels preliminary to the Jt~•ent beglJuitng dates of ser1ea wlll be 
indicated by lower case ·"p' . When both prellmlnarJ and c~lateral 
lJl.3.~ertals are arranged on the same reel, the 1dentlflca.tlm symbol 
ww contain lower case "p:s". ln cases tn which additions will fill 
gaps at present tnte:,entn~ w lthln a series of conaecutl•elJ nlU.Dbered 
reels, lower case "a ~ ''b ', etc. will follow the reel nutnber. so that 
the material may be piaced m. tts proper chronological p~loa. 
Pollowtng Part 2 ln the symbol, in states where two or more com
panion series of session law9, w,re put,Ushed cancurrently for a 
period of years, lower case 'a' wlll indicate Publte or General 
Laws lqy,er case ''b" Private, Local or si.:1a1 Laws, and lower 
case 1'c' Resolves. Following Part 3 lower case letterQ wm also 
be assigned to the varlou types of special leglalaticm. Wben dup
licate records of materials of a similar kind are allocated to the 
same numbered part anc1 appear on c~ut1•,v numbered ree1s 
within overlapping.periods of yearst ".1 ', '.2 , etc. wlll follow 
the reel numbers In order to show aate progression. 

When matertals are not. sufflclent In volume to make lt feasible 
to arrange parts or classes ser~y on separate reels, a compos~ 

-2-
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reel or serles of reels wW be arranpd chronoloilcallJ wltb parts 
and classes grouped under the aeneril cluslftcatlon scheme. In 
such cases the symbols of the lettered classes wm .._.,. In tbe 
table of contents following the unit number and the SJliibOla of tbe 
numbered _parts wW appear to the left of each enµ'J within the unit. 
These reels wW bear the capttcn of the polltlcal entity concened, 
a reel number wlth tnclustve dates, and that part of the symbol wlilch 
may be applicable to and inclusive of the materials. 

Principles of logic cannot be followed strictly In grouping certam 
types of matertals on some of the reels due to practtal factors In• 
volved 1n their phystcal aase·mbly. Economy aad factltty in prtntlar; 
cataloging, shelving and marketing tbe reels and uae of tne maiertal 
by students dictate a hwidred feet as the practlcal length d a standatd.
lzed reel of microfilm. The retention of association of materials 
within their proper holding collectlona, the tdentlflcatlon d tbetr 
original ls suing authorl~ 1 and the lncluston and preaenatlon of. stray 
ltems and hybrid materws present addltlonal problems In ma.king 
up lndtvtdual reels. These considerations require a continuing 
readjustment of the arrangement scheme to meet new sttuatlcas and 
to allow for contingencies arlslng ln future preparation of reels. Notes 
and cross references in the table of contents an being used aa aids 
in locating and correlating materials whlcb may l~J appear to be 

• displaced from a normal order. In tune a general Index of tbe collec
tion will provide a more adequate finding tool. 

James C. H lat!t Benjamin R. Wllldn~on., Peter L. Locg, Vt'allace 
C. Wade and Lena t1. Slevin all particlpatea In microfilming Class B 
and Winifred Dye proofread most of the film. Dorotny· Po~ce Lucas 
helped assemble and rearrange the film material and pre~ ~ 
table of contents for the reels composing Part I of Class B and • 
Pauline Plll'dln Evans prepared Part D. Proper reference ettatloa 
to be made by users of the mlcrofllms wm be RSUS., followed by the <' 

reel symbol and number and the unit number. 

The Che1-Llst of ~rlon Laws and the ~beck-~lst~ !1tin~I ... 
published by~e NatlODasaoclatlon of State~lbrars ~~• --
the baslc guides used ln assembling Class B. 
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B.2 ...... 

REEL2 

Tennessee. Session laws. 

, State, 1 '196-

Unit 1 

1809 Sept. 8th Ass. 1st sess. 155, V fl• 
1811 Sept. 9th Ass. 1st sess. 14Stv1 l p. 
1812* Sept. 9th Ass. 2nd sess. asb slf· 1813* Sept. loth Ass. 1st sess. 19 , [ ] p. 
MHL *DLC 

Unlt 2 

1815 Sept. 11th Ass. 1st sess. 1 p I, p. (5 )-284, 22 1 

1817 Sept. 12th Ass. 1st sess. 230, xiii p. 
DLC 

Unit S 

1819 Sept. 13th Ass. 1st sess. Pub. 140, X p. 
1819 Sept. 13th Ass. 1st sess. Local, Priv. 208, xU p. 
1820 Jun. 13th Ass. 2nd sess. Pub. 48~ v f., Table 
1820 Jun. 13th Ass. 2nd sess. Local, Prtv. 11 , [ ] vill p. 
DLC 

Unit 4 

1821 Sept. 14th Ass. 1st sess. Pub. 81~. 
1821 Sept. 14th Ass. 1st sess. Local, Priv. p. 8S] - 2.26, xxtx, [1] 
1822 Jul. 14th Ass. 2nd sess. Pub. 46~. 
1822 Jul. 14th Ass. 2nd seas. Local, Prlv. p. 47]-176, xxvt 
DLC 




