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Records Microfilm Project was propesed by the Un
North Carolina to the Library of Congress, the
harrowed soil. Over the years, through too many vicissitudes
the Project has been brought near completion. Here, in sub-
publication form on a scale never before atiempted, 120,000 feet
of film is the equivalent of about 1,020,000 pages or 6,400 three-
hundred page volumes under one title. Gaps there are sure to

be and our attention will be devoted to filling those gaps. Errors
will certainly be nmod,'and we will welcome g of them.

By and large, however, we consider this Recordsg of the
a milestone in the democratic process of making the materia
recordlng the workings of a democratic society, availabie to ali
who would learn how we came to be what ie are as a people.




The plan of the State Records Microfilm Project has been to
assemble in microfilm form the official records of the states of the
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United States in order to prepare an encyclopedia of primary source

materials for research use, Its purposs has been to resurrect little

known records, to discover supposedly lost records and to coordinats
the findings into a pageant of the past. Its aim is to make up the
nation’s “‘Heritage Train”’ which, moving over the country in the

future, will display the record of the freedom of America.

The project emerged as a cooperative enterprise of the Library
of Congress and the University of North Carolina. In its initial stage,
which began in 1941, the project was limited to-locating and micro-
cdpying the proceedings of legislative assemblies of the American
colonies, territories and states., Resumed in 1846, after suapension
during the War, the work assumed a broad expansion in groups of
materials which it encompassed. The comprehensive range of these
materials is shown in the six regular and five special classes repre-
sented in the arrangement outline. The size of the task involved in
locating and copying the materials is indicated in that over 55,000
miles of travel have been required for the field work so far. During
the course of this work each of the forty-eight states was visited and
120,000 feet of film was exposed. The result represents, with few
”‘:éxt':eptlons, contributions of the combined holdings of official records
of the states., Hundreds of agencies, government officials and indi-
vidual citizens have given of their resources and services in varic




The second phase of the project involved the working ¢

simple classification scheme and the physical arrangement of the
{ilmed material under that scheme. The materials are systemati-
cally organized on individual reels of film and the reels are numbersed
chronologically by states, Within each state jurisdiction the materials
are arranged under the eleven lettersd classes. This schame aliows
for a two-way grouping of tm microfilms into separate state collec-
tions or into a nation-wide collection of any of the lettered subject
classes and, it is believed, will adequately meet requirements of the
various research interests as the microfilms are serviced to users,

The scheme also lends itself to supplementation of the Records of the
States by both terminal and collateral additions.

During the collection and editorial phases of the project notss
have been kept from which a guide to the use of the Recoras of
States might be prepared. This third phase of the prﬁject will re-
quire analysis of the materials and coordination of information con-
talnéd in the findings. Its completion must await the more urgent
task of making the microfilms readily available to all who desire to
gbtain a better understanding of the behavior of our free institutions - j:

of government,

oy Bosaszwimwemg®

FEE O DOSEIDE FIe I JCE O FiEIxTe “srq"z AT FySD YIS £ SFFF ‘m mm F oy =

[Sueq Ju fpe couw

tained in the }Kg ings. %{: comglgﬂgg mns{ a.wal{ {R “’E‘H ({m
famls of rmoalking the microfilrms readils asvoilablie to 2ll who desire to
?tam a better undsrstanding of the behavior of our Troes Institatiosis

of government.
Space does not permit the mention of all who have contributed

to the unfolding of this project. Miss Adelaide R. Hasse, mm, |

has rendered an invaluable service by making an hvmtory of the

collection and developing the classed arrangement. :

For the cooperation of the many libraries and archives both




tors who have e ways and means
For the devotion d mm elpers wh
hardsl;?s attendant on itinerant microphotography
for the loyalty of the editorial staff, an

To the host of contributors the Director makes gra
acknowledgment that a common impulse may dedicate
films to the spirit of American scbolarship

WILLIAM SUMNER JENKINS

Library of Congress
May 17, 1949




ARRANGEMENT OUTLINE
CLASSES

A. LEGISLATIVE RECORDS
B. STATUTORY LAW

Parts

B.1 Codes and Compilations _

B.2 Jession Laws ;
B.3 Special Laws

B.X Miscellany

C. CONSTITUTIONAL RECORDS
D. ADMINISTRATIVE RECORDS
E. EXECUTIVE RECORDS

F. COURT RECORDS

L. LOCAL RECORDS -- COUNTY AND CITY
M. RECORDS OF AMERICAN INDIAN NATIONS
N. NEWSPAPERS

R. RUDIMENTARY STATES AND COURTS
MISCELLANY




four parts Part 1 odis: W Par
Part 3, Special Laws and Partx Miscallany.

Part 1 consists of the compiled and codified L
and includes abridgments of the law, colle
fields, codes, compilations ' and 3
the classnilcs gh American s%m lavf ‘he first of these to b

it g it s the’ oot 2 the
support for the futuor? build-up oLy ent in
reveal the results of refom in t’!w basia 3 _ | p:
jurisdictions and show the status of enactn n its ;
certain time, These mastarpieces in the mmation gta 1
of the law reflect the contributions of great lega d their
influence on the development of the American symm of hw.

Part 2 contains the sessional laws enacted trem tlm ol
by the legislatures of each of the states. The original sessic s
contain much basic information, not carried fmnfd “in th v riodie
revisions of the body of law, which retains prem valm far m
lawmaker en in the formulation of new le gislation. Develop
ment trends in any subject division of the law may b tor
ically state by state through the series of session laws aﬁ m»
parative studies may be made of the progress of legal reform at any
given time throughout the states.

T e i s i e

prin collate sensional v

Series of special laws mido a rich source fcr - ots studying

tlnshet}:utl development and social and administrative reforma &
W.

Part X provides a catch-all for miscellansous statutory mate-
rials thatdonotﬁt into one of the regular categories,

Class B is a closely unifisd mt of the mh:rmlmq ‘
The purpose in its arrangement m; gan to pr ¥

source book gene useful
libraries and tnst'ﬁtlions -
lowed, therefore, has been to 5819

on the basis oﬁ tﬁe tmava ﬁﬁ

the earltast %m " to the termin

The aim has been to con .
‘volumes of laws, state by state wﬂh pamet tex!




of each series, Thts has requ
materials cﬁod
order to fill mi&sm -
sothatthomtm‘_ ly o &
fomd in order to‘
copies could not be located. The n L of
formed lend themselves readily to a sysien _
precision work necessary in preparing ‘the rﬁiawi&
exactness required in legal publieatim has bsen time co

Location s{tmhols in the table of contents serve WO purpoees
( ve credit to holdings which have contributed materials to
for the collection aud they indicate rarity of ftems.

have not been indicated for late pericds where ¢ mrw ¢
have been copied in any one of a number of 1&3&1‘1@3 BETANLD
the convenience and economy in time, the g  part of the mate
rials forming Class B was furnishe: ,by the Liw L__ 2 dha T i
of Congress, which holds the nation’'s t single o«
statutory laws. Secondly, the Harvard Law m & ma g
Tower Collection of colanial laws in the Historical So ‘W Peansy
vania and the Association of the Bar of the Clty dNW‘i’m mm
order, have contributed the largest number of ind ‘. lual Mm to
Class B. Each state law librar has
volumes to complete the file of its

number of collections throughout the comtry hAVe fumwm rare
items needed to fill gaps in various seriss.

Terminal extengions made to any of the parts of Clage B in m
future will continue the regular order of numbsering the resis of
series involved. A collateral series added will be Indicated lﬁ ‘tw
“identification symbol following tha part number by lower case "'s
reels preliminary to the eginning dates of sam wﬂ‘i bo
indicated by lower case ‘ﬁ: Whmboth preliminary and collateral
mﬁ}erlals are arranged on the same reel, the identification symbol
contain lower case ‘“‘p:s”’. In cases "in which additions wi i
gaps at present interyenlng within a series of consee: ively nuz
reels, lower case “v”’, ste. wm tonow the reel mmhr s@ tltat
the material ma be l’aced in its p £ .
Following Part
panion series of sassion we ggre ently 1
period of years, lower case indiea.ts PM or Ceneral
Laws, lower case “v” Prlvate Local or Special Laws, aM 1
case '‘c’’ Resolves, Following Part 3 lower casa mu il als
be assigned to the various t
licate records of materials a slm

same numbered part and on magent‘ivg;y £
within overlapping periods 03 s i wm foﬁw
the reel numbers in order to shcw éate progrcssim

When materials are not sufficient in volume to make it feasible
to arrange parts or classes serially on separate reels, a composits

"




and classes ipe

such cases the sym

table of contents Iellowlng
numbered parts will a

These reels will bear {0
a reel mun;ber with inclusm

y
volved in their mb|
catal , Shely lng tin
by st dictateahmdredfmasthe ical leng
ized reel of microfiim. The retention of assoclation of m:
within their proper holdlng collections, the identd X
original issuing authority, and the inelusion md prmmtm '-d stz‘ay
items and hybrid matamis present additional pmmm fn making
up individual reels. These considerations ontin
rea:ﬂustment of the arrangement scheme to meet m situations

ow for contingencles arising in future preparation of ree
and cross references in the table of coutents are mm useﬁ as aﬁs
“in locating and correlating materials which may logically appea hi;&.

displaced from a normal order. In time a ganeral index of the collec

tion will provide a more adequate finding tool.

v"]ames Cs Hlatt Benjamin R, Wilkinson, Peter L. Loag, Wall
ade and Lena H. Slevin all participated in microfilming Clas
and Winifred Dye prootread most of the film, y Fon

hel assemble and rearrange the film material and | :

e of contents for the reels composing Part I of Class B and .
Pauline Purdin Evans prepared Part . Proper reference citation
to be made by users of the microfiims will be RSUS., foliowed by the
reel symbol and number and the unit number,

the basic gutdes used in assembling Class B.




Session laws.

Tennessee.
1809 Sept.
1811 Sept.
1812* Sept.
1813* Sept.
MHL *DLC
1815 Sept.
1817 Sept.
DLC
1819 Sept.
1819 Sept.
1820 Jun,
1820 Jun.
DLC
1821 Sept.
1821 Sept.
1822 Jul
1822 Jul
DLC

8th Ass.
9th Ass.
9th Ass.

10th Ass.

11th Ass.
12th Ass.

13th Ass.
13th Ass.
13th Ass.
13th Ass.

14th Ass.
14th Ass,
14th Ass,
14th Ass.

B.2
REEL 2

State, 1796-
Unit 1

1st sess.
1st sess.
2nd sess.
1st sess.

Unit 2

1st sess.
1st sess,

Unit 3

1st sess. Pub.
1st sess. Loe¢al, Priv.
2nd sess. Pub.
2nd sess. Local, Priv,

Unit 4

1st sess. Pub.
1st sess. Local, Priv.
2nd sess. Pub.
2nd sess. Local, Priv.

155, VT
143 vili

p-

196, ﬂf] p.

1 ’0528422|
23% p. [5]-

xiii p.

140, x p.

208, xii p.
46, v g., Table
117, [17 vilt p.

[%3] 226, xxix, [1]
D. ﬁm] 176, xxvi
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